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Lewiston’s LaDuca raises 
funds for small businesses, 

makes donation to St. Mary’s 

Artist Michael LaDuca, center, is shown with Mount St. Mary’s Hospital Foundation Executive 
Director Julie R. Berrigan, MS; and C.J. Urlaub, president of Mount St. Mary’s Hospital and se-
nior vice president of strategic partnerships, integration and care delivery for Niagara County. 

Lewiston native, artist and entrepreneur 
Michael LaDuca recently created an on-
line campaign to support local businesses. 
He raised funds through a GoFundMe ini-
tiative, where, for a $50 donation, people 
could purchase an 11-by-39-inch print of 
his famed Lewiston landscape watercolor 
photo.

Earlier this week, LaDuca presented 
Mount St. Mary’s with 40 $50 gift certifi -
cates and 20 $25 gift certifi cates to Lew-
iston establishments. He also gave this 
same donation to Our Lady of Peace.

C.J. Urlaub, president of Mount St. 

Mary’s Hospital and senior vice president 
of strategic partnerships, integration and 
care delivery for Niagara County, said, 
“We are so incredibly grateful for this ini-
tiative by Mike LaDuca. His watercolor 
painting of Lewiston is spectacular, and 
his talent moved this fundraiser forward 
to help our community. We are grateful 
not only for the generous gift certifi cates 
for our health care workers, but also that 
this collaboration with the Niagara River 
Region Chamber of Commerce will help 
local businesses.”

Niagara County legislators offer 
affordable meals to Wheatfi eld 
and North Tonawanda seniors 

Niagara County Legislator Jesse Gooch, left, is shown with partners from J&L Boulevard BBQ. 
(Submitted photo)

BY MICHAEL DEPIETRO
Interim Tribune Editor

In the early weeks of the lockdown, 
Niagara County Legislator Jesse Gooch 
knew he wanted to do something for his 
district’s senior community. He partnered 
up with local food truck vendor J&L Bou-
levard BBQ to begin “Meals with Heart 
from 6 Feet Apart” to offer seniors $5 
dinners (pickup only) from 5-6 p.m. each 
Wednesday at the Wheatfi eld Town Hall, 
2800 Church Road. 

The initiative has been a resounding 
success. After selling a respectable 67 
meals in its fi rst week, the program quick-
ly gained popularity on social media. Sales 
have now totaled in the hundreds every 
week since, and last week’s grilled pork 
chop dinner sold out in less than a day. 
The initiative has been so successful that 
Gooch, as well as fellow legislator Rich-
ard L. Andres, have brought the event 
to North Tonawanda with pickups avail-
able from 5-6 p.m. each Thursday at the 

Fairhavens Church, 7337 Ward Road.
While perhaps no one is more stunned 

by the program’s success than Gooch, he 
said he’s just thrilled to have been able to 
bring something positive to the commu-
nity.

“The results are a million times more 
positive than I ever thought it would be. It 
really just exploded,” Gooch said. 

Many customers have been going out of 
their way to pay the good deed forward, 
often paying for the meals for the cars in 
line behind them. Others in the area have 
gone even further. A few weeks ago, town 
prosecutor Mat Mosher helped ensure 
that the barbecue rib dinner would remain 
at $5 by paying off the overall cost differ-
ence. One extra charitable resident who 
wished to remain anonymous donated 
$500 to pay for 100 meals. 

Even local businesses are looking to 
help. West Seneca-based company Gold-
N-Ham donated hams while Goodman’s 

Niagara County and COVID-19: Wydysh encourages everyone to get tested
BY JOSHUA MALONI
Managing Editor

Niagara County Legislature 
Chairwoman Becky Wydysh is 
encouraging all residents to get 
a COVID-19 diagnostic test. She 
said this is a prudent move to 
ensure public health, as well as 
a necessary component required 
for reopening Western New York.

Speaking Monday to elected 
leaders in the River Region, Wy-
dysh said, “I think it’s a great idea 
for anyone to get tested. Again, 
you can have no symptoms and 
still be a carrier of the virus. And 
if that’s the case – especially if 
you’re working, even if you’re just 
out shopping, if you’re out and 
about in the public, for the safety 

of your own family, if you’re car-
rying the virus, it would be good 
to know that. So, I encourage it 
for everyone. 

“It’s good for different reasons, 
for different people. But it would 
be good for anyone to know if 
they’re carrying the virus.”

One of Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s 
CDC-inspired seven metrics in 

determining when a region can 
reopen from his “New York State 
on PAUSE” order is “Average dai-
ly diagnostic testing over the past 
7 days must be suffi cient to con-
duct 30 tests per 1,000 residents 
per month.”

Wydysh explained, “We have to 
show that we’ve tested a certain 
number of people in the area, so 

we do encourage everyone to 
go out and get tested – whether 
they have symptoms or not – es-
pecially talking about businesses 
that are looking at reopening and 
trying to come up with reopening 
plans. 

“It not only helps the businesses 
to know that their employees are 
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More events postponed or canceled due to virus threat ...

... but Hibbard’s planning to open May 1Hibbard’s Original Frozen Cus-
tard is anticipating opening for 
the 2020 season next week.A tweet sent out Tuesday stat-

ed, “Listen up Custard Fans! W
will be open

Hibbard’s is designed for walk-
up service, which is essentially 
the same as takeout or drive
thru. On-site s i

“We will be credit/debit only –
NO CASH!

“

Artpark offers new update on summer concerts & programming

Artpark & Company Executive 
Director Sonia Clark posted this 
update to the venue’s website on 
Tuesday.

Dear Artpark Community,I hope all of you are staying 
safe and healthy.As the summer draws nearer, 

I am sure you are wondering 
about the status of Artpark’s 
season and I would like to share 
some updates with you.If you are following the re-

ports from public health offi -
cials, government and media, 
you’re aware that uncertainty 
and speculation remains during 
this unprecedented crisis. The 
arts and entertainment industry 
is no different than many other 
businesses and is evaluating on 
a daily basis when a return to 
operations is feasible while pri-
oritizing the health and safety of 
audiences, artists and personnel.

We remain in regular contact 
with all artists scheduled to per-
form this season and await fur-
ther direction from their repre-
sentatives on the status of their 
tours. We can confi rm that the 
following concerts: The Head 
and the Heart (May 27) and 
AWOLNATION with Andrew 
McMahon (May 31) have been 
cancelled and details have been 
communicated to ticketholders. 
If you have tickets to either of 
these shows and have not yet 
received an email, please contact 
us at artpark@artpark.net.Also, Dropkick Murphys & 

Rancid (May 24), Bright Eyes 
(June 14) and King Crimson 
(July 1) have announced that 
their tours will be rescheduled 
and we are actively working 
with them on new dates. We will 
share options with ticketholders 
as soon as details are confi rmed.

We will provide updates on 
other season events as soon as 
we are able and appreciate your 
patience.

There are many parts of the 
music business industry’s eco-
system – all the people who had 
prepared the programs, musi-
cians, technicians, their agents 
and managers, equipment pro-
viders, transportation compa-
nies, promoters who contracted 

with the artists and worked to 
make audiences aware of these 
events; the ticket sellers who 
provided their services in han-
dling your orders; concession-
aires; and the venues that must 
be staffed and operated and 
ready to host these events. In 
such an unprecedented situation 
where everyone is affected, audi-
ences lose their tickets and bear 
the emotional disappointment 
of not getting to see their favor-
ite artists; musicians lose fees; 
and venues their liquidity spent 
in preparation toward a future 
event. We all recognize our part 
and move forward together. … 

During this time, we are all 

GardenFest canceled for 2020

The Lewiston Garden Club’s 
GardenFest is the latest event 
canceled in the River Region.Chairwoman Judy Talarico 

said, “Due to the ongoing coro-
navirus pandemic, Lewiston Gar-
denFest presented by Lewiston 
Garden Club is cancelling its 2020 
event scheduled for June 20 and 
21. This was not an easy decision 
but, after careful consideration, 
our volunteer organizing com-
mittee feels forgoing this year’s 
event is in the best interest of the 
health and safety of our festival at-
tendees and vendors. “We look forward to welcoming 

everyone to the Village of Lewis-
ton to celebrate our 15th Lewis-
ton GardenFest in June 2021.”President Sharon Low added, 

“The Lewiston Garden Club is 
very sorry that, due to the coro-
navirus, it has been necessary 
to cancel their annual perennial 
sale, which was scheduled for 

May 16. If possible, there may be 
one in the fall.”Other events recently canceled 

for 2020 include the Village of 
Lewiston’s Spring Fling (the ac-
companying inclusive playground 
ribbon-cutting ceremony is post-
poned), the Taste of Lewiston, 
the Lewiston Smelt Festival, the 
Lewiston Memorial Day parade 
and luncheon, and the Women’s 
Porter Cup Tournament. The Ni-
agara River Region Chamber of 
Commerce Gala is postponed.Village of Lewiston Mayor 

Anne Welch said, “I’m very hope-
ful that, once we start seeing 
the numbers decline, that more 
things will be able to happen,” 
including the Lewiston Art Fes-
tival and Northwest Jazz Festival 
in August. “I’m very hopeful that 
we’ll still have those festivals. … 
The only thing I can do is just sit 
and wait until the state decides 
what we can and can’t do.”

Artpark & Company is looking to reschedule its Bright Eyes concert.

SEE ARTPARK, continued on Page 2
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